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SHORT SERMONS, 
. | 8 e ; DESIGNED / n # Ma ; ; 5 
I 1 


FOR THE USE OF THOSE, WHO HAVE BUT 


LITTLE TIME oz INCLINATION 


TO READ 


LONGER DISCOURSES. 


A 


Thy word is truth, Joux xvii. 17. 


See that ye refuſe not him that ſpeaketh : for if they eſcaped — 1 
not who refuſed him that ſpake on earth, much more ſhal! 
not we eſcape, if we turn away krom him that Ipraketh from 
| heaven, Heb, Kii. 15. 
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TO THE | 
R-£4 DE RK. 
Dean Rear, 


THIS little book is put into thine 


| hand from love to thy precious ſoul. The 
' Author is concerned for thine eternal wel— 
fare, and wiſhes to promote it. He has a 
| favour to aſk of thee : read what follows 


| 


IWF Et A 


with deep attention, weighing the important 


| truths, here ſet before thee, in thy mind. 


a 


Thou canſt not but admit, that if theſe things 
are true, they are of the utmoſt conſequence. 
Compare them with the ſcripture, the only 
rule both of faith and practice. If they are 


6 falſe, reject them; but if they are true, at 


thy peril trifle with them. Life and death 


are ſet Lefore thee, and judgment and eter- 
nity are near at hand. Do not lay alide the 
thought of theſe things becauſe neglected by 


1 


the world. The word of God, _ not the 


opinion of the world, will judge th. e at the 
| laſt day. John xii. 40. — Once more: read 
| but little at a time: pray earneltly jor di- 
ſvme teaching; lo; God giveth his holy Spirit 


to them that aſk him. Lite xi. 13. 
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SERMONS. 


— 


SERMON I. 


 MaTTHEw xvi. 26. 


What is a man profited, if he ſhall gain the whole world, 
and loſe his own ſoul? Or what ſhall a man give in ex- 
change for his foul? mY 


p Hes little weight has this conſideration on the 


minds of the generality of mankind? How few 


4 conſider the ſalvation of their precious ſouls, as the great 
4 buſineſs of life? How little attention does this infinitely 
important ſubje& gain in the world! Thou who art read- 


ling thele pages, didſt thou ever conſider it? Didſt thou 


ever lay it to heart? Art thou acting according to the 
conviction, the thought is deſigned to produce? Mayeſt 
thou not thus reaſon — I have a ſoul as well as a body. 


My foul muſt, live for ever, in happineſs or miſery, It 


is capable of pain or pleature inconceivably greater than 
my body. lt is a matter of comparatively little import- 
_ 3 ance whether I am in abject poverty or the greateſt af- 
 # fluence, during the few years | ain to continue in the 
x preſent world — whether I am reſpected, or deſpiſed by 


_ & my fellow mortals — whether my body is ſickly or 
healthy, paintul or at eaſe — Theſe are matters of {mall 


4 conſequence ; death is certain, is near. © Aſhes to 
#2 aſhes, and duſt to duſt,” muſt ſoon be pronounced over 


; my lifeleſs body. In a dying moment it I could call 


the 


WH. 
the world my own, what good would it do me, what 
| comfort could it afford ine? But whether my foul is to 
be eternally happy or miterable, the companion of an- 
gels, and ſaints made perfect around the throne of God, 

or doomed to weeping, and wailing, and gnaſhing ot 
teeth, with devils and damned ſpirits in hell, where the 
worm never dieth, and where the fire never can be 
quenched; this is the momentous enquiry I ought to 
make. To eſcape from the wrath to come, and ſecure 
an inheritance among the ſaints in light, ought to be 
my great concern. Is it ſlo? Which world is moſt in 
my thoughts, this or the next? Which am I moſt an- 
ious about? Am I not often enquiring, what {hall ] eat, | 
what {hall I drink, and wherewithal ſhall I be clothed ; 7 
but when did I ſeriouſly enquire, What ſhall I do to be 
ſaved? If 1 have no prevailing concern about my. foul, 4 
I may be certain its'ſtate is bad, and its danger awfully ? 
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 CINNER, didſt thou ever enquire what fin is? Didſt 
kJ thou ever ſtudy the word of God, that thou mighteſt 


” 


have proper views of this greateſt of all evils? If thou ; 

haſt never made the enquiry, thy ſtate is bad, dreadfully ' 

bad. Thy falvation is at ſtake. Look ſeriouſly into the { 
text. Lift up thy heart to God, and ſay, 4 Lord, give 
me proper views of ſin,” Sin ts the tranſgreſſion of the 
law, What law? The law of the moſt holy God. Where 
is this law to be found? It is contained in the ten com- 
mandments. Did I ever read them with a W q 
eart |} 


\ 
1 
2 


| 
Sun i the tranſgreſſion of the law, 


FT 


heart and a faultering voice, aſking, have I tranſgreſſed 
Z this or that part of God's holy law ? Did I ever conſider 
that the law may be broken even by thought, as well as 
d. | by word or deed? Did I ever reflect that the law is ſpi- 

' ritual, reaching to the thoughts, purpoles, and inten- 
tions of the heart: that every irregular thought is a 
tranſgreſſion of the law: that every unholy deſire is ſin: 
that for every idle word that men ſpeak, they muſt give ac- 
count in the day of judgment; Matt. xii. 36. — that awful 
day, when the lieart-ſearching God ſhall judge the ſecrets 
of our hearts? Alas! how many evil thoughts have 
paſſed through my mind, without the proper conviction; 
this is fin.. (ice Gen. vi. 5.) How many idle words have: 
I every day ſpoken, without reflecting, for every one of 
thele I muſt give account? Matt. xii. 36. When did 
the evil of my thoughts and words extort an anxious cry: 
from my heart, God be merciful to me a ſinner 9 —If ſin is 
the tranſzreſjion of the law, that is, if falling ſhort of the 
perfection, which the law requires in thought, word, and 
deed, be ſin, as well as doing that which the law forbids, 
2 how much have I to anſwer for, that perhaps I never 
before thought of? Yet I have often confeſſed, We 
dave done what we ought not to have done, and have left un- 
done what we ought to have done, and there is no health in 
us. Alas! 1 have mocked God, by confeſſing with my 
; HLps what I did not feel in my heart. Let my conſcience, 
O Lord, now be awakened to feel what ſin is. = 
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SERMON III. 
Romaxs iii. 23. 
All have ſinned and come ſhort of the glory of God. 


A 11 and therefore you, my dear Reader, and 
A myſelf. We have ſinned; that is, we have broken 
1 155 . God's 
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God's law, for there is none righteous, no not one, Rom. iii. 


which God is to be worthipped, not with outward form 


Lou ſay, you have never been guilty of prophane curſ- 
ing and wearing, and ſo think you have kept the ird: 
but have you never ſaid your prayers or read the ſcrip- 


ciſes, which the fourth commandment enjoins; and per- 


nothing to charge you with, in thought, word, or deed, 
Sinner, lay thy hand upon thy mouth and plead guilty, 
Need 1 go through the ſecond table? Doſt thou love 
thy neighibour as thyſelf ? Haſt thou dine unto all men as 

thou wouldft they jhould do unto thee? Knoweſt thou not, 


a tranſgreſlion of the tenth commandment, Surely all 
have haned in doing that which the law forbids, and in 


then done? All have ſinned. What is my ſtate ? A ſtate 


now? Fecaule {in hath blinded mine eyes againſt the , 


E 


10. that has kept the law of God. We have tranſgreſſed 


every precept of the law of God. The charge is heavy, 


but the verdict is true. Let us conſider the caſe, earneſtly ? 
entreating God to enlighten our minds. Take the ten Þ} 
commandments into your hand and read. We have 

broken the firſt commandment by truſting in and loving 
other things more than God. T hou ſhalt love the Lord 
thy God with all thine heart, Matt. xxii. 37. In this we 
have come thort, The fecond relpects the manner in 


cry * — 


and ceremony only, but in ſpirit and in truth. Alas! 
how deficient have we been in that inward reverence and 
affection his worſhip required? God is a jealons God. 
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ture, without an awful ſenſe of what you were doing? 
God will not hold them guiltleſs who tare his name in vain, 
Have you employed the Sabbath in thoſe religious exer- 


* %, 3 
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formed thole exerciſe in ſuch a manner that the law has 


e CCC 


that every riſing of cauſeleſs anger is murder: that every 
unchaſte deſire is adultery: that every uncharitable 
thuught is a breach of the ninth, and every covetous wiſh 
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not doing that which the law commands, What have I 
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of lintuineſs a id miſery, Why have I not felt it till 


light of truth, 
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Curſed is 


o 


and wrath againſt ſin and the ſinner. 
his ſight, if he is angry? But who is curſed ? Every one, 


yet offend in 
has there been a day, an hour, a moment, in which your 
ſtate has been ſuch as the law requires? The curſe is 
pronounced on every tranſgreſſor for every tranſgreſſions | 
not only for profaneneſs, murder, adultery, and ſuch 3 
like grols acts of fin, but for every ſinful thought, for 


* 
SERMON VV. 


GALATIANS iii. 10. 
every one that continueth not in all things that are 
written in the book of the law to do them. 


HAT means that awful word © curſed?” The 


curſe of God is the declaration of his juſt anger 
Who can ſtand in 


whether young or old, rich or poor, learned or ignorant, 


that continueth not, from the firſt moment of life to the 
laſt, without any intermiſſion, failure, or defect what- 
ever, in all things, in thought, word, and deed, doing 


perfectly what the law requires, and keeping himſelf ab- 


ſolutely free from what the law condemns, in all things 


that are written in the book of the law to do them; takin 
the law according to its ſpiritual and moſt exalted ſenſe 


and interpretation: and remember that it is further ſaid, 


James ii. 10. that whoſoever ſhall keep the whole law, and 


4 point, he is guilty of all. Now conſider, 


every moment in which you have failed to love the Lord 


1 


your God with all your heart and with all your ſoul, O how 
many curſes then has the law denounced againſt you, 
and me. It has been curſing us every moment of our 


1 
x 


lives, for every moment of our lives we have been ſin- 


Ining againſt God. Are theſe things ſo? Can you from 
ſcripture prove them to be falſe? What! is every ſinner 


curſed for every fin, and have I been doing nothing but 


Iſinning all my life? Have I never, from {imple and ſin- 
Fcere regard to God, made conſcience of one thought, 
word, or action: never performed one duty, or abſtain-* 


ed 


L 30” y 
ed from one ſin, on a right motive, love to God? Has 
my whole life been one uninterrupted courſe of evil? Is 
my ſtate, then, a ſtate of condemnation? How aſtoniſh- 

ing it is! What a proof of the darkneſs of my mind, and 

the. hardnels of my heart, that I can live an hour under 
the curſe of God! That I can lie down or riſe up with= 7 
out trembling, ſince the curſe of God muſt plunge the 
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| impenitent ſinner into hell ! = 
1 ; | 3 1 
I SERMOUN V. 
| RoMANS vi. 23. 

| The wages of ſin is death. 

IN i; the tranſgreſſion of the law, 1 John iii, 4. It is 
1 fin, all fin, every fin, that is here ſpoken of, Death, 
| | whatever that word means, is the juſt and certain 1eward © 
[of every ſin committed in thought, word or deed. But 


I what is death? The death of the body is its ſeparation + 
from the ſoul. You are a ſinner ; and this effect of fin 

vou have begun to feel in all thoſe pains and ſickneſſes 
| which are bringing your body to the grave. You are 
Now a dying man. The death of the body, or its ſepa- 
ration from the ſoul, will occaſion its return to the duſt, - 
from whence it was taken. But death in the text means 
! | ſomething more: the death of the ſoul, What is that? 
It is ſomething as much more dreadful than chat of the 
body, as the foul is of more value than the body, It is 
| the ſeparation of the ſoul from God, its author, happi- 
| neſs, and end. God is that to the foul, which the foul ? 
is to the body. The death of the ſoul conſiſts not in the 7 
I loſs of conſciouſneſs and feeling, but in the loſs of the 
image, favour, and friendſhip of God, If you, my dear 
fellow ſinner, are not made alive by God's converting 
grace, 
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grace, this is your ſtate, You are dead in treſpaſſes and 


fins: and unleſs you are quickened by God's ſpirit com- 


municated to you, in this ſtate you muſt for ever con- 
tinue; for the death ſpoken of in the text is oppoſed to 
eternal life in the following clauſes And what are the 


effects of ſeparation from God? Miſery in this life, as 


the experience of every man teſtifies, if he will own the 
truth. But in the world to come? Ah! who can tell! 
We read of a worm that never dies, to prey on the tor- 
mented conſcience: of fire that never can be quenched, to 
deſtroy both body and ſoul in hell: of 3 and wailing, 


and gnaſhing of teeth: and all this is to laſt for ever. But 


is there not a diſproportion between the offence and the 
ropes as Let God be true, and every man a liar. 

e ſays the wages, the juſt reward, of ſin is death, God's 
truth binds him to fulfil his threatenings, 'as well as his 


promiſes, O, fly from the wrath to come, for who among 


us can dwell with the devouring fire? Who among us can 
dwell with everlaſting burnings? Iſaiah XXxXiii. 14. 


SERMON vl. 


AcTS xvi. 30. 


What ſhall 1 do to be ſaved? 


— 


1 is the anxious enquiry of an awakened ſinner. 
By an awakened ſinner I mean the man who knows 
what fin is, and who painfully feels that he is a ſinner, ? 
and as ſuch under the curſe of God and in danger of hell 
fire. Art thou an awakened ſinner? All men are natu- 
rally aſleep, and inſenſible of their danger. They cry 


Peace, peace, to themſelves, though God has ſaid, Iſd. 
 Klviits 22. There is no peace to the wicked, They live on 


day 
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ciſul to me a ſinner. 1 
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day after day, keeping death, judgment, and eternity, | 


out of their thoughts: never reading the bible with 
a ſincere deſire to know what their ſtate is, and never cry- 


ing to God from the bottom of their hearts, God be mer- 
ou live without earneſt prayer to 
God for mercy, habitually neglecting it, you give as full 


proof of a reprobate ſtate, as if you were living in the } 


groſſeſt immoralities. But when it pleaſes God to faſten 
conviction on the heart, and awaken the conſcience, the 


man awakes as one out of ſleep. He ſees what he never 


ö 
ö 


| 
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41 


diſcovered before, that it is an evil and bitter thing to 
{in againſt God. He reads the word of truth, that the 


wicked ſhall be turned into hell, and all the people that forget 


God, Plal. ix. 17. and trembles as he reads. He ac- 
knowledges, I have forgotten God, and ſinned againſt 


him; and, convinced that the wages of ſin is death, he 
I aſks, how ſhall I eſcape the damnation of hell? Such a 


in earneſt when he makes the enquiry, 


man is 1 
What ſhall Ido to be ſaved? He feels that his all for eter- 


I nity is at ſtake, The world, with all its pleaſures, pro- 
fits, and honours, becomes taſteleſs and inſipid; it can- 
not give eaſe to his aching heart, nor heal his wounded 


conſcience, He now begins to pray. His prayer is now 


1 the real language of his heart, not the formal unmean- 
ing ſervice it was before. A ſenſe of his danger forces 


him to the throne of grace. The word of God he now 


reads as the deciſion of eternal truth, and as having an. 
intereſt in eve 
deen thine, What ſhall I do to be ſaved. 


line. Sinner, has this enquiry ever 


— * —_— . 


SERMON VII. 
| Mark i. 19. 
Repent ye and believe the Goſpel. : 
EES E are the words of our bleſſed Saviour, ad- 


1 dreiled to poor guilty Sinners like you and me. But 
| | : wWuhat 
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hat is repentance? It is the work of the Spirit of Chriſt 


upon the heart, producing ſuch an inward ſenſe of the 
evil and guilt of ſin, as makes a man wonder that he is 
put of hell: ſuch an hatred of fin, as cauſes a man to 
forſake it: and ſuch an apprehenſion of the conſequences 
pf fin, as makes a man willing to be ſaved wholly and 
ſolely through what Jeſus Chriſt has done and ſuffered 

For ſinners. The penitent ſinner is convinced that fin 

Heſerves puniſhment : that he himſelf, as a finner, is 
 Jiable to the wrath of God: that ſin muſt be pardoned or 
puniſhed: that he can make no amends for the leaſt of 
Mis tranſgreſſions, and conſequently that his ſalvation 
muſt be all of grace. The man thus humbled is pre- 


and to ſave that which was loſt, Matt. xviii. 11, Such is 
the goſpel. It is glad tidings to a loſt guilty world. 
TT he ſum and ſubſtance of it is this, that Feſus Chriſt 
came into the world to ſave ſinners, 1 Tim. i. 15. He died 
to make ſatisfaction for their fins: and being God and 
man in one Chriſt, he is able to ſave to the uttermoſt all 
that come unto God by him. Heb. vii. 25, His blood be- 
ing the blood of God incarnate (Acts xx. 28.) was in- 
finitely meritorious, and it was ſhed for this very pur- 
poſe, to take away ſin: ſo that if thy fins, poor ſelf- 
condemned ſinner, are more in number than the hairs 
on thy head, or the {and on the ſea-ſhore; if they are 
great and aggravated, and red like ſcarlet, yet there is 
hope: the blood of Feſus Chriſt cleanſeth (hath virtue to 
cleanſe) from all ſin. 1 John i. 7. But how am I to be- 
come intereſted in this, and get the comfort of it? Be- 
lieve the goſpel: rely on what the word of God 55 about 
Jeſus Chriſt, and his willingneſs and power to fave ſin- 
ners. But may I without preſumption believe that Jeſus 
Chriſt came to fave ſuch a ſinner as I am? Yes, this is 
God's commandment, that ye believe on the name of his Son 
Jeſus Chrijt. 1 John iii. 23. There can be no preſump- 


1 
. 


tion in doing what God has commanded, and taking 
God at his worte. ; 


SERMON 


pared to welcome the news of a Saviour, who came to ſeek 


"SERMON VIE [ H 
| x th 
7 EIMOTHY 15. I 


This is a faithful ſaying and worthy of all acceptation, tha 0 
Feſus Chriſt came into the world to ſave ſinners, of whon * 
I am chief. — 


THIS. is the ſum of the goſpel. Jeſus Chriſt is God: 
1 he made the world, and all that therein is, the“ 
round world, and them that dwel] therein: (ſee Col. i. 
16.) but we his creatures broke his laws, and rebelled? 
againſt him. He might juſtly have caſt us all into hell, 
the lake that burneth with fire and brimſtone. But O, x 
wondrous love! God was manifeſt in the fleſh ; was born 
into the world. For what purpoſe? To ſave ſinners, 
How did he fave them? By dying for them upon the, 
eroſs, bearing their ſins in his own body upon the tree, and 
waſhing them away in his own blood. Did I ever con- 
fider this wonderful love of God? I am a ſinner, born 
in fin, and as ſuch liable to eternal puniſhment. Feſu: 3 
Chriſt came into the world to ſave ſinners, even ſuch as! 
am. Have 1 ever earneſtly intreated him to ſave me? 
Do I believe that I am the chief of ſinners; do I feel it 
and lament it, and am I ſenſible that unleſs Chriſt ſaves 
me, I muſt be a damned ſoul for ever? Alas, how many 
never go to Jeſus Chriſt to ſave them! How many are 


” 


_ careleſs and unconcerned about what Jeſus Chriſt has 
done for ſinners! But do I lay it to heart? Are all my 
hopes built upon this faithful ſaying, that Feſus Chriſt 3 
came into the world to ſave ſinners? O what a comfortable 
faying it is, that though I am a ſinner, the chief of ſin- 
ners, yet I may be ſaved from the {ins I have committed, 
and the hell I have deſerved, by looking to Jeſus Chriſt, 7 
and truſting in him. O may the Holy Spirit enable me 
to look unto Jeſus, O what ſhould I, a poor, wretched, 1 
| helpleſs finner do, if there was no Jelus to ſave 208 2 
| at 44 


n 
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all, ſince all have 
# ſaved; and ſince all who feel their loſt eſtate, may come 


i EB" 

? How eagerly ſhould I welcome ſuch glad tidings. Surely” 

the meſlage is —_ of all acceptation- to be received by 
1 


nned, and ſtand in need of being: 


1 to him who is able to ſave them. O Lord the Holy - 


en | Ghoſt enable me to believe to the ſaving of my foul. | 
by SERMON IX. 

led 5 1 

ell ROMANS v. I. „ N 

| on Being juſtified by faith we have peace with God through our 
9s g LES Lord Jeſus Chriſt. | | 

the, 8 | 305 4 l e ; | | 
nel ＋ HERE is no peace, ſaith my God, to the wicked, Ia. 
on- J xlviii, 22. An unpardoned {inner can have no peace 
orn with God. While his conſcience is unawakened, he ma 

ſu be careleſs and ſecure, but as ſoon as his eyes are opened, 
as! and his heart is made to fee], he muſt be miſerable, till 
e? God ſpeaks peace to his guilty foul. To be juſtified, is 

] it to be pardoned and accepted of God. Pardon and ac- 
ves ceptance are only to be obtained by faith in Jeſus Chriſt, 
ny as having atoned for my ſins by his precious blood. As 
are # ſoon as it is given me to believe that Jeſus Chriſt hath 
has taken away my ſins, there is nothing more to diſtreſs my 

my | conſcience: then I have peace with God, The diſtreſs of 
riſt ; an awakened ſoul ariſes from a guilty conſcience, and a 


2 ſenſe of his fins, As ſoon therefore as the poor trem- 
bling ſinner diſcovers, that Chriſt died for him, that 
3 Chriſt, being God, is able to fave the chief of ſinners, 
that this was his errand in the world, and that he hath : 
ſaid, that whoſoever cometh unto him he will in no wiſe caſt 


out, John yi. 37. as ſoon as the poor ſinner believes this, 
he has peace with God, he can call God his father; he 


can truſt God for every thing: he can think of death 


with 


with comfort, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 
Sinner, is this thy ſtate? Doſt thou know that there is 
no ſalvation without an intereſt in Chriſt ? That there is 
no peace with God but through Jeſus Chriſt? That un- 
leſs thy fins are pardoned, thy life muſt be unhappy, 
and thy death the entrance on eternal miſery ? If I am 
looking unto Jeſus as the only Saviour, and in ſelf-de- 
| ſpair have fled unto him for refuge, then God is no 
longer angry with me; my fins, which are many, are . 
forgiven, my perſon is accepted, and if I die to night I 
ſhall go to God. O happy ſtate, to have nothing to fear 
in life or death! To have God for our Father, Chriſt for 
our Redeemer, the Holy Ghoſt for our Comforter, death 
our friend, heaven our home, and an happy eternity er 
before us of peace and joy. Sinner, is this thy caſe? | 


SERMON. X. 


1 PeTER ii. 7. 


Unto you which believe he is precious. 


1 * Apoſtle is ſpeaking of Jeſus Chriſt, the dear 
ll I dying friend of. poor loſt ſinners, who pitied us 
WF when we had no pity upon ourſelves; and died for us, 
WW when otherwiſe we muſt have been caſt into hell, Now 
if you believe this, that your fins would have damned 
I you, if Chriſt had not taken them on himſelf; and that 
[ ou muſt have been curled tor ever, if Chriſt had not 
3 made a curle for you, if you feel in your hearts a 
|. pardon purchaſed by fas blood, and if he has ſaid to 
WE. you, as he did iv the poor ſinful woman, Luke vii. 48, 
50. go in peace, thy ſins are jorgiven; then Chriſt is pre- 
Cicus to you, you love him above all things, You love 
to think of him, you love to hear of him, you love * 


— — — —  Y 
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alk of him: whatever he has commanded, you deſire to 


is Mo; and what he has forbidden, you would not willingly 
is Wo to gain the whole world. You are now become a new * 


creature. You cannot live as you once lived. You are 
Porn again. Old things are paſſed away, and all things are 
Become nete. 2 Cor. v. 17. The things which you once 
Hated, ſuch as prayer, praiſe, hearing and reading God's 
Ford, you now love: and the things you once loved, 
uch as vain ſinful converſation, amuſements, &c. you 
Snow hate. You cannot now go to bed at night without 
Ithanking your precious Jeſus for the mercies of the day, 
Hand committing yourlelt to his prote&tion for the night, 
and truſting your foul in his hands, that if you die be- 
tore morning, he may receive you unto himſelf; and 
hen you rile in the morning, you cannot go out into 
Ithe world about your lawful bufineſs, without begging 
Shim to keep you from the ſnares of the world and the 
Itemptations of Satan, Your one object is to pleaſe your 
eloved Saviour, and above all things you fear to offend = 
nim. You deſire, that whether you eat or drink, or what= 
Jever you do, you may do all to the glory of God. 1 Cor. x. 
B31. The love of Chriſt conſtrains you. 2 Cor. ve 14. 


Aenne 


a SERMON XI. 


K 5 3 | 

. HEBREWS xii. 14. 

1 Follow holineſs, without which no man ſhall ſee the Lord. 
t 


a 0b is an holy God: Chriſt is an holy Saviour: 
o O the Spirit of God is an holy Spirit: heaven is an 
, WMholy place: the angels are holy angels: and all Gods 
E redeemed people are an holy people. Am I an hol 
perſon? If I am not, it is written, I. Hall not (cannot) | 
ee God, Holinels is a ſeparation of heart from fin to | 
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Sod. It is not mere decency of conduct: there may 


be external morality where there is no holineſs, thought = 
there can be no holineſs without morality, If you are! th 
an holy perſon, you not only abſtain from fin, but youg ,; 
really hate it. You hate all iſm: whatever is not con- pe 
ſiſtent with the will of God you hate and abhor. You P 


abhorrence is turned againſt yourlelf on account of your fi 
remaining ſinfulneis. You not only diſcover fin in your 
life, but in your heart, If you are a ſanctified perſon, þ 
you not only make a conſcience of your actions and} 
words, but of your thoughts. You not only deſire tof f 
appear good in the eyes of the world, but to approve 
yourſelf to God who ſearcheth the heart. You leek an 
inward conformity to the mind and will of God. 18 
this the caſe? Remember that it is written, without holt-l 
neſs no man ſhall ſee the Lord. Holineſs is, in thort, the 
love of God ſhed abroad in the heart by the Holy Ghoſt 
given unto us. This love becomes the motive to ail holy] 
obedience: the word of God then becomes the rule of 
the whole conduct: and the glory of God is propoſed 
as the end of our converſation. Now no man can'enter 
heaven till he is made holy. Do you believe it? And 
is it the prayer of your heart, Lord, ſanctify me wholly, 
body, ſoul, and ſpirit? If it is, the Lord hath begun 
the good work on your heart, and he will perfect it un- 
to the day of Jeſus Chriſt, that you may be preſented 
holy and unblameable before him in love. 
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SERMON XIͤI. 


Tirus ii. 13. | 
Looking for that bleſſed hope, and the glorious appearing of 
the great God and our Saviour Feſus Chriſt. 
6 Wag is the happy privilege of the believer in Jeſus 


to be looking tor the ſecond appearance of his 
| | | Lord, 


[29-4 


Lord. Jeſus has promiſed that he will come again: that 
he will come quickly, Rev. xxii. 20. He has declared, 
that his coming will be ſudden, like that of a thief in tke 


night. 1 Thell, v. 2. The believer is a man who is ex- 
pecting it, waiting for it, and preparing to welcome it. 
He knows, that though the Lord Jeſus ſhall be revealed 
from heaven with his mighty angels in flammg fire, taking 
venzeance on them that know not God, and ohey not the goſ- 
pel of our Lord Feſus Chrijt, who ſhall be puniſted with - }] 
everlaſting deſtruction from the preſence of the Lord, and 


from the glory of his power, yet, that another end of his 


coming is, that he might be glorified in his ſaints, and ad- 


, mired in all them that believe. 2 Theſſ. i. 8, 10. There- 


tore he looks for that bleſſed hope. He has peace with 
God through Feſus Chriſt, Sin, the cauſe of fear, is taken 


J away. He believes that the Judge is his friend, there- 


fore he looks forward with a comfortable expectation. 
He feels that this is not his reſt : for though the guilt of 


lin is taken out of his conſcience, and the love and pow- 


er of it out of his heart, he painfully feels, that fin yet 
dwelleth in him; and therefore longs for the coming of 
Chriſt, that he might totally deſtroy it. The hope he 
has is a bleſſed hope, becauſe the things hoped for are 
ineſtimable in value, eternal in duration, and certain to 


the man, who looks for them in faith and hope. We that 


are in this tabernacle, {of fleſh and blood,) do groan, be- 
ing burdened: [2 Cor. v. 4.] with ſin, affliction, and 
temptation: but at the glorious appeariug of our Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt, God ſrall wipe away all tears from our eyes ; 
and there ſhall be no more death, neither ſorrow, nor crying, 
neither ſhall there be any more pain: for the former things 


are paſſed away, Rev. xxi. 4. 
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SERMON 
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SE RM ON AXIIL 


children: how much more ſhall your heavenly Father give 
the holy Spirit to them that aſe him? 


11 theſe words our gracious Father, who is in heaven, 
rage our hope, and enliven our confidence. Ver. 11. H a 


Father, I am ſtarving for want, give me bread to eat, 
would the father (unleſs he were worle than a brute) 


much more then jhull your heavenly Father, whole affection 
for his poor ſinful children is ſo infinitely ſuperior to 

yours for the offspring of your bodies, give the koly Spi- 
rit to them that aſk him? 0 


J am a poor ignorant ſinner, I want to know my- 
ſelf as a ſinner betore God, and as-expoled to his juſt in- 
.  dignation, I want to know Jeſus Chriſt as a Saviour to 
my poor ſoul: for Him to know is life eternal. But this 
ſaving knowledge I can only derive from divine teach- 
ing. God has promiſed his holy Spirit, to lead the poor 
ignorant ſinner, that feels his ignorance, (that is the point,) 

into all truth neceſſary for his comfort and ſalvation. 


| O Lord, let thy holy Spirit be my teacher.” 
„] am a poor helpleſs finner. I find I have no power 


| tial to ſalvation, My conſcience is diſtreſſed on account 


7 ye then being evil, know het to give good gifts unto your, 


lays himſelf under the conviction of our conſciences. 
| He appeals to our teelings as parents, in order to encou- 


fon aſk bread of any of you that is a father, wall he give him 
a ſtone? If a hungry child come to a father, ſaying, 


give his child a ſtone, to mock him? Or of he aſk a fiſh, 
UE will he give him a ſerpent? Or if he aſt an egg, will he 
give him a ſcorpion, to deſtroy him? Certainly not. How 


to believe on the Son of God. Yet faith in him is eſſen- 


of my fins. I want to know Rix, and the power of his 
reſurrection. But I can no more believe, than I can 


make a world, God has promiſed his holy Spirit, to 
create faith in the hearts of his redeemed. O, Lord, 
help me to believe, to the peace of my conſcience, the 


joy of my heart, the ſanctification of my nature, the _. 


ſalvation of my ſoul, and the eternal glory of thy 
name.” . : 


God giveth lis holy Spirit to them that aſe kim. We can 
do nothing but fin, and ſo deſtroy ourſelves, without his 
ſpecial aſſiſtance. Do you feel, you want it? And does 


| want and abſolute neceſſity drive you to a throne of grace 


for this comprehenſive bleſſing ? Do you aſk, as an hun- 


| gry child aſks his father for bread? Are you ſenſible of 


your ignorance, fo as earneſtly to ſeek his divine teach- 


| ing; and of your helplels ſtate, ſo as to alk help of God? 
Aſt, and ye SHALL have: ſeek, and ye SHALL find: knock, 


and it $HALL be opened unto you. Conſider, God cannot 
break his word. If you have aſked without receiving, 


|| it is becauſe you did not aſk in earneſt. You do not feel 


your want. Aſk of God to give you to feel your wants, 
and then he wiLL ſupply them: aſk him to teach you 


to pray, Come to him as a poor, ignorant, helpleſs 


child, for except ye be converted, and become as little child- 
ren, ye cannot enter into the kingdom of heaven, Matt, 
xviii, 3. Lord, give unto us this child-like ſpffit, 
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SERMON XIV. 


HepREWS ix. 27. 


It is appointed unto men once to die, and after FIN the - 


judgment. - 


of our friends and relatives laid in the grave: ma- 
7 Fog | oy 


OU and I are dying creatures, We have ſeen many. _ 
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ny as young as ourſelves, and apparently as likely to 


live. Some we have ſeen carried off by long and lin- 


gering diſeaſes, and ſome cut down fuddenly without 
warning. God only knows when we are to follow them 
into the eternal world. We know not the day of our 


death. Our times are in God's hand. It may be to night. 
We are certain the moment of death muſt come, . We 


are certain it can be at no read diſtance : but we know _ 


not how near. Now it theſe things are true, what mad- 


neſs it is to put off the neceſſary work of repentance to 
a future day! We are not certain of ſeeing to-morrow :. 


and as repentance is the gift of God, if we neglect to aſk 


for it to day, and refuſe to hear his warning voice, he 
may ſay to us, as in Prov. i. 24, &c. Behold, I have cal- 


led, and ye refuſed, I have ſtretched out my hand, and no 
man regarded: but ye have ſet at nought all my counſel, 


and would none of my reproof: I alſo will laugh at your ca- 


lamity, and mock when your fear cometh. When your fear 


cometh as dejolation, and your deſtrudtion cometh as a whirl= 
wind; tohen diſtreſs and anguiſh cometh upon yo. Then 


ſhall ye call upon me, but I will not an tor; they jhall ſeek 


me early, but they ſhall not find me: for that they hated I 


knowledge, and did not chuſe the fear of the LoRD. 


After death comes the judgment. We muſt all ſtand before 
' the judzment [eat of Chrijt, to give account of the things 
done in e body, whether they be good or bad. Who 


muſt appear there? All, young and old, rich and poor, 


without diſtinction or exception. You and I muſt meet 
there. But for what purpole ? To give account of what? 
Ot all our ſecret thoughts, known on!y to ourlelves — 
of all our ſecret actions, which no eye ſaw, but the all- 

ſeeing eye of the omuilcient Judge, He keeps a book 


of remembrance, in which every evil thought, word, 
and work, are regiſtered ; every oe of which will be then 
brought forth, to our eternal confuſion; unleſs they are 


waſhed away in the precious blood of the Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt. We read, Rev. vi. 16. that ſome, in that day, 


will call on the rocks and mountains, ſaying, fall on 1 
7 8 al. 


Ci 


- 


and from the wrath of the Lamb. God, grant it may not 
be your caſe or mine. But in order to avoid this dread- 


and call upon him while he is near: The wicked muſt 


mercy when the day of judgment comes, If you' die 
without an intereſt 11 Chriſt, it had been good for you 


if you had never been born: for it would be better to 


have had no exiſtence at all, than to have a miſerable 
exiſtence in hell for ever. This muſt be the portion of 
every unpardoned, unconverted ſinner. God hath ſaid 
it, who cannot lie. . 
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SERMON XV. 
9 8 8  Heprews i. 3. N 
Hot ſhall we eſcape, if we neglect ſo great ſalvation, 


conception, contrived by the wiſdom and love of 


God for my poor loſt foul! A ſalvation, procured by the 
death of the only begotten Son of God, How near was 


I to the brink of heli! How deeply was I fallen! How 
many and great my ſins to make ſuch a ſalvation neceſ- 


ſary! How dangerous muſt it be to negle& it! God has 


no other Son to give! If you are uncuncerned about it, 


if you take no pains to ſecure it, if you are unaffected 
with your danny and the ſalvation that is propoſed to 


you, how can you eſcape? It is impoſſible. You reject 


the only Saviour, and thereby cou-mit the greateſt fins 4 


you ſpurn at God's mercy in Chriſt, and trample the 
precious blood of Chriſt under your feet. Arc you pot 


and hide us from the face of him that ſitteth on the throne, 


ful ſtate, we mult ſeek the Lord while he may be found, 


forſake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts, und 
I return unto the Lord, and he wiLL have mercy upon him, 
and to our God, and he wiLL abundantly pardon. This 
is the day of grace. But it will be too late to ſeek for 


A SALVATION great indeed, beyond deſcription, or 
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ſhocked at ſuch a thought ? Be aſſured, that every RITA 
leſs, prayetiels ſinner, is guilty of this. There is no re- 


lief provided for thoſe who reje& Chriſt, There remaineth 
no more-'tacrifice for jm. Their ruin i certain, is near, 


and will be eternal and intolerable. Remember, this is 


the accepted time, and this the day of ſalvation. 2 Cor. vi. 2. 
If you die without Chriſt, you can never ſee the face of 
God with cowmtort. You muſt hear the Judee pronounce 


your ſentence, _ ye curſed into. everlajung fire pre- 


pared jor the devil and his angels. Matt. xxv. 41. God 
forbid! Once more 1 intreat thee, my feilow ſinner, be- 
fore you clote the book, ſtop, and think. Nay, go upon 
thy knees, and pray to God to. awaken thy conſcience, 
and give thee the knowledge of Chriſt. My poor prayers 


are offered up for thy ſalvation, I have no motive in 
putting this into thine hands, but thine eternal good. 


« © God, may this little book be productive of good to 
the reader's ſoul, in time and eternity, Follow it-with 


. | - thy bleſſing: aud way thy Precious truths, therein ſet 

forth, be the ſavour of life unto life ; and not of death un- 
to death, Grant it, O Lord, for Jeſus: Chriſt's fake, 
E Amen. Amen. „ op | TILT ON | 
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